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MDP Steering Committee Members: 2024-2025 

Name Department Specialization Region(s) of 
Expertise 

Contact 

Brian Child Center for African 
Studies / Geography 

Protected area management, 
conservation of natural resources in 
Africa 

Africa bchild@ufl.edu  

Jamie Kraft College of Business 
Admin, Director, CEI 

Business entrepreneurship and 
innovation 

US kraftjj@ufl.edu  

Ignacio 
Porzecanski 

IFAS / SNRE Natural resource management Latin 
America 

igna@ufl.edu  

Sarah 
McKune 

Department of 
Environmental and 
Global Health, Center 
for African Studies 

Global health, nutrition, food security, 
gender, pastoralism, livelihoods, social 
and ecological resilience, climate 
change, health outcomes associated 
with climate change, maternal and 
child health, health in the African 
Sahel, HIV/AIDS 

Africa – 
Sahel Region 

smckune@ufl.
edu 

Muthusami 
Kumaran 

Family, Youth and 
Community Sciences 

Fundraising for nonprofit 
organizations, risk management in 
NPOs, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), community 
development, program planning and 
evaluation 

Asia, US kumaran@ufl.e
du 

Miles 
Larmer 

Center for African 
Studies, Director and 
Graduate Coordinator 

Political, social, cultural and 
environmental history of Southern 
and Central Africa from the mid-
twentieth century to the present 

Africa m.larmer@ufl.
edu  

Carlos de la 
Torre 

Center for Latin 
American Studies, 
Director 

Latin American populism, democracy, 
racism, citizenship 

Latin 
America 

delatorre.carlos
@latam.ufl.edu  

Bette 
Loiselle 

TCD, Director Tropical ecology and conservation, 
seed dispersal mutualisms, biodiversity 
research and conservation 

 Latin 
America 

bloiselle@lata
m.ufl.edu

Renata 
Serra 

MDP Graduate 
Coordinator / Center 
for African Studies / 
Women’s Studies 

Household economics and gender 
issues, child fostering and child work, 
social capital and rural informal 
institutions, the political economy of 
agriculture 

Africa rserra@ufl.edu 

Glenn 
Galloway 

MDP Director, Center 
for Latin American 
Studies 

International forestry and agroforestry, 
project planning and management, 
development policy, development 

Latin 
America 

ggalloway@lat
am.ufl.edu 
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Name Department Specialization Region(s) of 
Expertise 

Contact 

administration, higher education 
administration 

Andrew 
Noss 

MDP Coordinator Protected areas and indigenous 
territories management, community 
conservation 

Africa, Latin 
America 

anoss@ufl.edu 


