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Conclusions

* strong international market for fine flavored cacao
* mechanisms for accessing this market are uncertain
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* enabling environment is limited
* service providers are insufficient

-40-$0. . $2.04 . . .
e to Taza, ? from Moho * farmers need a better outlet if they will continue

. $35 from Taza
Tejas,

Roni Sue, P oa e o growing cacao after payments end
Dick Taylor

& Mast A * price for dark chocolate is significantly higher than
price for cacao beans

Introduction

Seed Prices Farmer Prices

e 79% of Toledo is impoverished, mostly farmers
* deforestation in Belize is on the rise, mostly due to
slash-and-burn agriculture

Organic, shade-grown cacao can be a lucrative cash
crop. Cacao-based agroforestry can be favorable for
creation of buffer zones to protected areas and for
maintaining biological corridors, by retaining some
forest integrity.
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Objective

Examine the economic viability of organic, shade-
grown cacao as a method for improving livelihoods
and forest conservation, by identifying economic
opportunities and barriers for smallholder farmers
within the context of Belize.
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* Trio Agro-processing Cooperative

IMethods * little interest from the ° some over-story trees Pro: higher quality beans, less functions performed by farmer,
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Conceptual Framework disfavors organic, shade-grown * no national organic standards mark?t balance . . . .
cacao . no fire prevention policies * Eco-Labeling (organic, bird-friendly, fair trade, etc.)
Value Chain Technical training Pro: fetch higher prices
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Recommendations for Cacao Sector
* Establish Geographic Indication for Cacao
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